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PREMIER 'S COUNCIL ON THE STATUS OF DISABLED PERSONS
WHO ARE WE?

The Premier's Council on the Status of Disabledséteyr is a body for
consultation and study which was created to adutise provincial

government on matters relating to the status c$qes with disabilities. The
Council reports directly to the Premier of the Rnoe.

RESPONSIBILITIES

The Act governing the Premier's Council states tihatCouncil shall advise
the Minister on matters relating to the status efspns with disabilities;
shall bring before the government and the publidtens of interest and
concern to persons with disabilities; shall promptevention of disabling
conditions; shall promote employment opportunitieé persons with
disabilities; and shall promote access by persoith disabilities to all
services offered to the citizens of New Brunswick.

STRUCTURE

The Council consists of a Chairperson and twelteomembers appointed
by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council. Provisiomsthe Act guarantee
representation by regions, agencies working on Ibajfapersons with
disabilities and the public at large.

ACTIVITIES

To carry out its functions, the Council will receibriefs and suggestions
from individuals and groups concerning the stafysessons of any age with
disabilities of any type; undertake research ontematrelating to persons
with disabilities; recommend programs concernirgstatus of persons with
disabilities; make referrals to and consult andatmrate with universities
and individuals on matters which affect personshwvdisabilities; propose
legislation, studies and recommendations as the n€lbuconsiders
necessary; appoint special committees when neededintain an
information library on subjects related to persenth disabilities and on
any services/programs likely to be of interest &wspns with disabilities;
and offer advice and/or intervention in cases wipensons with disabilities
are having difficulties in gaining access to neesedices.
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COMMENTS FOR CONSIDERATION WITH THE REVIEW OF THE
L ONG TERM CARE PROGRAM FOR SENIORS

= New Brunswick has a growing number of senior citzaevho also
have a chronic health condition or disability tima&y require some
kind of supports in order for them to function segsfully in the
community.

= New Brunswick should look at the Nova Scotia mottel home
support workers that has been redesigned undeCalnéinuing Care
Assistants program to set training standards ancquate
compensation packages for home care support wofteseniors and
others requiring such services. We have an egiséind growing
problem in the recruitment and retention of traigg@lity home care
support workers in New Brunswick. Inadequate comsp&on and
inconsistent training are huge barriers to attrgcgood workers into
this type of employment.

= Access to affordable and accessible transportatioine rural areas of
New Brunswick as well as the urban centers is ahtwllenge for
seniors who are unable to safely drive or cannfiréfto own and
operate a vehicle of their own.

» The province of New Brunswick should respond toreppsal from
the community stakeholder groups to provide an pedéent
Residential Quality Assurance Program for any esidl facility
funded in whole or in part with government moneyetasure that
residents are receiving appropriate care. This lavomclude
community residences and special care homes. Werstand that
another more detailed joint submission on this dopvill be
forthcoming under the leadership of the CanadiamtsleHealth
Association with other groups involved.

= We would like to see a review of the cases of yeuradults with
disabilities being mixed in and housed with fragingrs at nursing
homes. The interests and needs of these two gadugEnts may not
be well addressed in such shared facilities withlgpams and support
services designed for frail seniors.
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The province needs to continue to increase the purabavailable

accessible and affordable housing options for semidgth disabilities

as well as connecting them to appropriate disgb#itipports if

required to enable the senior to live in their olames as long as
possible.

Seniors with a disability living in nursing homesosild have timely
access to assessments for rehabilitation equipreenired to enable
them to maintain their independence and mobil&ych rehabilitation
equipment needs to be approved and delivered imealyt fashion

while it is still useful for the person in questi@md before their
condition deteriorates unnecessarily.

Public education campaigns should be conductedftom the public
at large about “Power of Attorney” and “Advance Ntzd
Directives”. This would help prepare seniors amelrt families as to
how to deal with making decisions around managingncial and
medical issues should the senior in question ngdobe able to do so
on their own.

The new Office of the Public Trustee should infadha general public
as to their respective roles and responsibilitiethe area of declaring
a person incompetent before taking over the manageaf a senior’'s
financial or medical affairs without having othegél authorization in
place as set up by the senior involved.

The government should explore options to encoufagelies to take
on the care and support of seniors so they will betpenalized for
being willing to provide a home for that seniororfexample, they
should be able to do so without using their famihcome in
calculating support available for that person froublic programs.

New Brunswick should consider passing legislationilar to Nova
Scotia to provide volunteer liability protection #ncourage more
citizens in the community to offer support to sesion such ways as
providing a ride or delivering other community pragnming without
fear that they will be sued if that senior is aecithlly injured while
participating.
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The provincial government should work with munidipathorities to
encourage flexibility in residential zoning regudaus to allow the use
of “Granny Suites” and other housing options thauld enable more
seniors to stay in their community closer to faesland friends.

We should look at ways to help cover out-of-pock&penses for
volunteers and/or offer income tax incentives t@oemage more
persons to support community programs that bersitiors like
Meals on Wheels and volunteer drivers.

We should consult with community stakeholders te gehere is a
way to set up an affordable “Handy Person” serfaceseniors. This
program could employ persons on social assistartue ave been
screened and have general skills for home maintendawn work,
snow shoveling etc. for seniors on low incomesngyio stay in their
own homes. Some community volunteers may alsonterested in
getting matched up with needy seniors to do susksta

Perhaps the Department of Education could consseédting up a
school-based program to “adopt” various seniorsha community
who do not have family or relatives living close toyoffer emotional
support and a community lifeline. Perhaps somdestis would even
be willing to do volunteer odd jobs for these “atémj seniors and
could benefit through the contact with an individ@i@m another
generation. Such a program could be mutually beiaéfo all parties
involved. The federal New Horizons for Seniorsdgraon could be a
potential source of funding to establish such siser

We are particularly concerned with the situatioreth by many
elderly parents of adult children with disabilitiefio are still living in

the family home with their adult children with diskties. These

senior parents may be in declining health of tbemn and are often
surviving on limited household incomes as theygdte to look after
themselves as well as their adult family memberth wlisabilities.

Such situations should be offered more supportspdanching advice
to address the needs of the seniors and to platidofuture needs of
the adults with disabilities when their parents @nighary caregivers
are no longer alive or able to safely look afteitladult children.
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» This list of issues should not be considered foralh a specific order
of priority for action. The Premier's Council omet Status of
Disabled Persons would be happy to provide additiamput to the
Minister and officials from her Department. Thamu for consulting
with New Brunswickers on this very important topic.
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