PROPOSAL 

Diploma in the Collection, Custodianship and Analysis of Personal Health Information.(DPHI)
An accreditation course for health researchers in the utilization of Personal Health Information.

Need for the DPHI
There is currently no governance framework for non-medically qualified health researchers in the Atlantic Provinces. Given the increasingly complexity of the legislation around the use and custodianship of PHI and the imminent introduction of the Patient Electronic Record it is pressing that such a framework exists and is consistent with the aims and objectives of the major stakeholders: patients and the public; health researchers; government.

This proposal is to fill this gap, creating the DPHI in the collection, custodianship and analysis of personal health information and hence develop a stream of accredited health researchers.

DPHI Content 
This course provides an orientation to the legal and ethical framework surrounding use of PHI by health researchers. It covers issues around data collection (including biological specimens), data custodianship (including data security) and data analysis and the reporting and presentation of findings. It covers issues of consent and patient information, education and engagement and the process of ethics review.
Delivery of DPHI
The diploma curriculum will be developed in detail by experts in research, informatics, ethics and law at Dalhousie University, Halifax, NS. The diploma will be delivered by both taught course and guided learning and will be tested by examination. The course will be delivered at Dalhousie University.
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