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Backgrounder 
 
Renewable energy is a cornerstone of the Province of New Brunswick’s energy policy, 
providing economic development opportunities and creating sustainable communities. 
To support the growth of renewable energy in New Brunswick the Province has 
developed a Community Energy Policy.  
 
The goal of the policy is to foster the development of locally owned and operated 
projects throughout the province. The policy actively seeks participation and ownership 
from our communities and First Nations groups, providing them the opportunity to 
significantly contribute to renewable and clean forms of electricity generation in the 
province.  
 
Community Energy projects are defined as projects under 15 MW that are 51% or more 
owned by one of the following New Brunswick based entities:  New Brunswick First 
Nations, municipalities, cooperatives, associations, and not-for-profit organizations. The 
first phase of the policy will set aside 75 MW for community energy projects, of which 25 
MW will be allocated to First Nations.   
 
Community Energy projects may be based on biomass resources, wind, solar, small 
hydro or tidal power. Proponents must demonstrate availability and access to the 
energy resources being considered, and present a viable business case. 
 
Successful proponents will sign a long-term power purchase agreement with the local 
utility which will set the initial price of electricity at $0.10 /kWh. This Feed in Tariff (FIT) 
will be frozen for the first five years and then escalate with the NB Consumer Price 
Index.  Project proponents will be responsible for all costs associated with the 
construction and maintenance of the project.  
 
The Department of Energy, with support from Business New Brunswick, the New 
Brunswick Enterprise Network and the Regional Development Corporation, will provide 
guidance and support to potential community energy proponents that come forward. 
The Department of Energy will have two economic development officers dedicated to 
helping those interested in the policy, one based in northern New Brunswick and one 
based in the south.  In addition, a strategic development officer has been assigned from 
the Department of Aboriginal Affairs to work with First Nation communities. 
 
Further information on the Community Energy Policy will be available through a series 
of forthcoming workshops (see list attached), and can be found on the Department of 
Energy website at www.gnb.ca\energy, or by contacting the Department of Energy at 
506-658-3180. 
 



 

 
Community Energy March 2010 Workshop Schedule 
 
Open to the public and all interested New Brunswick communities, municipalities and 
First Nations. 
 
All workshops to run from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   
 
 
Week 1: 
 
March 8  Dalhousie  Le Manoir Adelaide 
March 9 Bathurst   Danny’s Inn 
March 10  Caraquet   Centre Culturel 
March 11 Miramichi  Econolodge 
 
Week 2: 
 
March 15 Bouctouche   Auberge le Vieux Presbytère 
March 16 Fredericton   Delta Fredericton 
March 17 Sussex   All Seasons 
March 18  Moncton   Hampton Inn 
 
Week 3: 
 
March 22  Grand Falls   Hôtel Près du Lac  
March 23  Grand Manan Grand Manan Community Centre 
March 24 St. George   Fundy High School 
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