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1. How much will NB Power pay for the Electricity I produce? 

A. The Community Energy policy will allocate 10 cents per kWh of electricity sold 

to NB Power beginning April 1, 2010 until March 31, 2015. It will then 

increase with the Consumer Price Index as electricity rates increase in the 

Province. 

 

2. How do I connect my project to the grid? 

A. Provincial utilities will be encouraged to develop grid connection information 

for proponents that can be made available publicly.  This will be developed in 

the coming months. In the mean time, community energy project developers 

can contact the Department of Energy for information. 

 

3. Where do I go to get more information? 

A. Information on the community energy policy is available on the Department of 

Energy web site (www.gnb.ca\energy) and from dedicated business 

development officers. Enterprise agencies across the province will also be a 

source of information on community energy. 

 

4. When can I start my project? When do I start getting paid? 

A. Proponents can begin preliminary work immediately to organize partners, 

collect information and explore funding mechanisms. A Request for 

Expressions of Interest will be issued by the Department of Energy in the 

spring of 2010 to help identify projects and proponents and provide 

assistance where appropriate.  

 

Once projects reach an appropriate level of development, utilities may be 

approached for a power purchase agreement. Payment does not commence 

until the project is operational and electricity is being produced.  

 

5. Where do I get funding for my project? 

A. Funding for community energy projects varies by project and proponent. The 

New Brunswick Department of Energy is developing case studies and 

resources to identify funding sources based on individual project needs. Each 

project and proponent will be unique and may be eligible for different sources 

of funding. 

 

6. How do I know if I qualify for community energy? 

A. Community energy projects are defined as projects under 15MW that are 

51% or more owned and operated by a New Brunswick First Nation, 

municipality, community group, cooperative or not-for-profit organization.  



 

 

7. How long will NB Power or a municipal utility buy my electricity? 

A. Successful proponents will sign long-term power purchase agreements with 

utilities.  

 

 

8. Can I use some of the electricity and then sell the excess to NB Power? 

A. The Community Energy Policy does not permit the proponent to use some of 

the electricity produced. All electricity produced under Community Energy 

must be sold to the utility. 

 

9. What types of projects qualify? 

A. Renewable energy projects up to 15MW in size qualify under the elements of 

the policy. Renewable energy projects include wind, tidal, biomass, hydro and 

solar produced electricity. Projects will be required to meet eco logo 

certification. www.terrachoice-certified.com  

 

10. What resources are available to help me get started on a project? 

A. An education and awareness program is being developed and will include 

workshops around the province as well as identification of materials and 

resources for getting started. The New Brunswick Enterprise Network will be 

a resource in many communities and two staff from the Department of Energy 

have been identified as resources for community energy proponents; one in 

the North and one in the South.  

 

11. How does the deal with Hydro-Quebec affect this policy? 

A. NB Power Distribution and Customer Service will continue to meet Legislation 

and Regulation in the Province of New Brunswick.  

 

12. Why don’t we just let large companies develop renewable energy? 

A. Communities in the province have expressed an interest in diversifying their 

options for generating revenue and have explored renewable energy projects 

as a means to accomplish this. Many communities have excellent natural 

resources and would like to capitalize on these resources for their citizens.  

 

Large companies have a role to play in the development of renewable energy 

in New Brunswick and the first phase of development has seen numerous 

companies develop projects for the benefit of all New Brunswickers.  

 

 



 

 

13. What is the maximum and minimum project size? 

A. Projects up to 15MW will qualify for community energy if they are on the 

transmission or distributions systems and meet the criteria for community 

energy ownership. Projects that do not meet the ownership structure of 

community energy and are up to 3MW on the distribution system may qualify 

for the embedded generation policy and projects up to 100kw will qualify for 

net metering.  

 

14. What is a Request for Expressions of Interest and when will it be issued? 

A. A Request for Expressions of interest will be issued in the spring by the 

Department of Energy in order to help identify community energy projects that 

are currently under development or proposed. It will be used to categorize 

projects based on needs of proponents. For example, some proponents may 

have projects in advanced stages of development and are primarily looking 

for funding assistance while others may be proposing an idea and need 

assistance in getting started. Resources will then be allocated based on 

identified needs.  

 

15. When will the information workshops be held and how do I find out about them 

before they happen? 

A. Workshops are being planned for March 2010 and will be advertised in local 

newspapers and on the Department of Energy web site.  Proponents can 

expect to learn from successful community energy projects in other Provinces 

as well as the regulatory process involved in developing a project.  

 

16. Will we have to pay more for our electricity as a result of the proposed 

Community Energy program?  

A. Community energy will support municipalities and individuals in the province 

through diversification of revenue sources. These projects will have a low 

impact on rates in the province. We have minimized impacts by capping the 

program at 75MW and selecting a rate that reflects the needs of proponents 

without burdening the rate base. 

 

17. How does the proposed New Brunswick community energy program compare to 
Ontario’s recently announced Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) renewable energy program, as 
well as other neighbouring jurisdictions?  
A. New Brunswick’s Community Energy Policy allows proponents to develop 

projects in the province without placing a high burden on the New Brunswick 
electricity rate base.  
 



 

Other jurisdictions, including Ontario have taken different approaches to renewable 
energy development by communities, municipalities and residents. Their desire to 
create these opportunities varies from drastically reducing green house gas emissions 
to creating a green economy due to the effects of the recession on existing businesses. 
Electricity rate impacts will occu 


