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Many people in New Brunswick are waiting to hear
that organs have been found which could restore
them to full and active lives. Many others are waiting
for a tissue transplant. There is a critical shortage of
organs and tissues for transplant, so most of these
people can only wait and hope.

Organ and tissue transplants are no longer
experimental. Medical and drug research, and
advances in surgical techniques, have brought us to
the point where transplantation is a common
practice.

How can I be a donor?
If you would like to be an organ and tissue donor, it
is important to make a commitment. Tell those
closest to you about your decision. You can request
a donor card or you call SNB at 1-888-762-8600
from anywhere in New Brunswick or 506-684-7901
from outside New Brunswick or if calling from
Dalhousie to have your wishes recorded by
Medicare. The purpose of this brochure is to answer
some questions about organ donation.

Who can be a donor?
Anyone can donate his or her organs and tissues.
The medical suitability of the organs and tissues is
determined by trained health professionals after a
donor’s death.

Can a person be too old to donate?
Although there are age restrictions for certain
organs and tissues, you should not let age stand in
the way of your commitment to be a donor.

Will everything be done to save my life?
Yes. Medical personnel always do everything
possible to save the life of a patient. Organ donation
is not considered until neurological death has been
declared by two physicians who are not involved with
the Transplant Program. There are rigorous criteria
for determining neurological death.
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What is neurological death?
Death and neurological death are the same: the
irreversible cessation of all brain functions. Once
neurological death occurs, it is only a matter of time
before the heart and other vital organs stop
functioning.

Can my next of kin
make a decision for me?
Under the Human Tissue Gift Act (April 2005) all
people who die in hospital are to be considered as
potential organ and/or tissue donors. In cases where
your wishes have not been recorded your family will
be asked to consent to donation.

Can my next of kin withhold permission even
if my organ donor card is signed?
Under the Human Tissue gift Act the person
entitled to consent will be approached by a health
professional when death has occurred or is imminent
for donation and will be discouraged from overriding
your wishes if known.

What happens to my body after the organs
and tissues have been removed?
Organ and tissue retrieval is a careful surgical
procedure that leaves no visible disfigurement. After
the organs and tissues have been removed, the body
is returned to the family for funeral arrangements.

Will my donation remain confidential?
The NB Organ and Tissue Procurement Program
mandate ensures complete confidentiality for the
donor. Unless the family releases the information, or
it is legally required, only the immediate family need
know about the donation.

Can children be donors?
Parents or guardians can give consent for organ and
tissue donation by children.



What is the view of religious groups on organ
and tissue donation?
Most religious groups support the concept on the
basis that organ and tissue donation is a life giving or
life enhancing gift to another individual.

How successful are transplants?
There have been tremendous advances in recent
years. Most transplant recipients return to useful
and productive lives.

If I donate my whole body to a medical
school, can I still be an organ and tissue
donor?
No. In this case, only the eyes can be used for
transplantation purposes.

Organs and tissues
most frequently needed

Eyes: Eyes are desperately needed to restore sight
for people with corneal disease or injury. The
procedure has a 95% success rate.

Hearts: Many people of all ages suffer from certain
serious heart disorders. For them, heart transplants
are the only hope of survival. For others quality of
life can be greatly improved with implantation of a
heart valve.

Kidneys: People who suffer kidney failure can be
kept alive with dialysis. But dialysis cannot
completely replace kidney function, and the patient’s
diet and lifestyle are severely restricted. Kidney
transplantation allows recipients to lead full and
healthy lives and, in most cases, is successful.

Liver: Certain irreversible liver conditions mean
death for the patient but liver transplantation gives
new hope. Although the procedure is delicate,
statistics indicate it is successful.



Lungs: Lung transplants are carried out when a
patient has severe life-threatening respiratory
problems. Sometimes a lung and a heart transplant
are performed at the same time.

Pancreas: Pancreas transplants, sometimes done at
the same time as a kidney transplant offer diabetics a
life without the requirement for insulin injections

Bones and joints: It is possible to save the limbs of
people threatened with cancerous bone tumors or
who have suffered severe injuries due to trauma. If
an early diagnosis is made, transplantation can be an
alternative to amputation in some cases. In addition,
some cases of injured and arthritic knees and hips
can be reconstructed, preventing the individuals
from becoming crippled.

Skin: Donated skin can be used as a temporary
dressing for severe burn victims until it is possible to
do skin grafting using the patient’s own skin. Skin
can also be used to treat severe ulcers caused by
conditions such as diabetes.

If you have further questions about organ and tissue
donation, or would like extra organ donor cards,
contact your family physician, the New Brunswick
Organ & Tissue Procurement Program by calling
(506) 643-6848 or by writing to the

Organ and Tissue Procurement Program
Dept. of Health and Wellness
Hospital Services Branch
P. O. Box 5100
Fredericton, N. B.
E3B 5G8
Or by contacting the NB Eye Bank
130 Bayard Drive
Saint John, NB E2L 3L6
Phone (506) 632-5541.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts false
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [792.000 612.000]
>> setpagedevice




