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Presentation by Jonathan Rock Noël, Mayor of Shippagan 
(Full text on the Commission’s website – In French.) 
 
The Université of Moncton – Shippagan Campus (UMCS) and the Collège 
communautaire – Péninsule acadienne (CCNBPA) are extremely important to the 
region’s residents. Their disappearance would be a major blow to the region’s economy 
and would limit access to post-secondary studies in the Northeast. Mr. Noël also noted 
that Shippagan is the only town in New Brunswick that officially claims to be a 
“university town.” 
 
The effectiveness of post-secondary education (PSE) would be improved through an 
integrated approach to education within a single department, from kindergarten to 
higher education. Better preparation for post-secondary studies and better bridges 
between businesses and PSE institutions would promote better adaptation to the needs 
of the local society. 
 
Co-operation between existing institutions (UMCS, CCNBPA, and the Coastal Zones 
Research Institute) would make it possible to establish a centre of excellence in coastal 
zone management and promote the formation of a veritable pole of development for the 
region. 
 
Stable long-term funding to reduce student debt load, stabilize the institutions, improve 
infrastructure, develop research, and support the Coastal Zones Research Institute 
would ensure the longevity of the PSE institutions and continued access for Peninsula 
residents. 
 
 
Presentation by the Association des ancien.ne.s et ami.e.s de l’Université de 
Moncton – Campus de Shippagan (Université de Moncton, Shippagan Campus 
alumni association) 
(Full text on the Commission’s website – In French.) 
 
Raymond Gionet, President, and Raymond Chiasson, Executive Director, drew the 
Commission’s attention to the exemplary support of the UMCS by local residents. They 
emphasized that the Université de Moncton (UdeM) is Acadia’s brightest jewel and that 

http://www.idconcept.net/cpse-ceps/EN/docs/Ville%20de%20Shippagan.pdf
http://www.idconcept.net/cpse-ceps/EN/docs/Association%20des%20anciens___UdeMS.pdf


its generalist mandate imposes significant burdens upon it and makes it especially 
vulnerable to fluctuations in resources. The UdeM was asked to act more strategically in 
the creation of programs and to accentuate its role in the development of the Acadian 
community. The region’s demographic decline poses major challenges for the UMCS 
and requires a shift towards international recruitment and closer ties with the Acadian 
Peninsula campus of the Collège communautaire du Nouveau-Brunswick. The 
Government of New Brunswick should recognize the UMCS as a centre of excellence in 
coastal zone management. 
 
 
Presentation by Jean-Eudes Savoie, President of the Forum des maires de la 
Péninsule acadienne 
(Full text on the Commission’s website – In French.) 
 
Mr. Savoie’s recommendations included reducing overlap between institutions, offering 
specialized training, a decentralized structure in the form of a network of education 
centres, and redirecting research toward regional development. He suggested that the 
student financial assistance system be modified by emphasizing interest-free loans with 
income-adjusted repayment through taxation. He also proposed that a rural 
development research centre be set up within the Coastal Zones Research Institute. 
 
 
Presentation by Daniel Hétu, President of the Association des professeures et 
professeurs de l’Université de Moncton – Campus de Shippagan (Faculty 
association of the UMCS) 
(Full text on the Commission’s website – In French.) 
 
Daniel Hétu brought out his organization’s primary concerns. Some of the premises of 
the Commission’s discussion paper do not seem important or serious to him. Among 
them, the gap between university and college registrations in New Brunswick should be 
seen as a sign of the universities’ success and not grounds for redirecting efforts and 
resources to the colleges. The association presented its vision of the UMCS as being 
founded on the relationship with the community, on international outreach, and on 
university culture. 
 
 
Presentation by Claude Snow 
(Full text on the Commission’s website – In French.) 
 
Mr. Snow recommended a return to a logic of values, in contrast with a logic based on 
money, that would build upon a general classical education. He noted the decline in the 
rate of post-secondary graduations among Francophones from northeastern New 
Brunswick and suggested the establishment of scholarship funds for Francophones. He 
mentioned the need to offer training in management of the tertiary public sector and the 
creation of an interest-free loan program with repayment linked to the graduate’s return 
to the community. 
 
 

http://www.idconcept.net/cpse-ceps/EN/docs/Forum%20des%20maires.pdf
http://www.idconcept.net/cpse-ceps/EN/docs/APPUMCS.pdf
http://www.idconcept.net/cpse-ceps/EN/docs/Claude%20Snow.pdf


Other interventions: 
 
The President of the Association des conseillers en orientation de la Péninsule 
acadienne deplored the fact that post-secondary education is not adapted to high 
school teaching methods, which leads to difficulty in the transition to higher education. 
In his view, guidance resources are lacking at the high school and PSE levels. 
 
The mayor of the Town of Lamèque presented a letter supporting the brief from the 
Town of Shippagan. He urged the Commission not to reduce its analysis of post-
secondary education to a question of funding and to look into the possibility of 
developing a true environmental centre of excellence on the Acadian Peninsula. 
 
The President of Enterprise Peninsula indicated that the province’s fourth largest 
population centre, the Acadian Peninsula, is lacking additional training for 
entrepreneurs. He pointed out that there are four times as many applications for 
business development assistance in his region as in other areas of the province and 
that there is a growing need for training in business management. 
 
The MLA for Lamèque-Shippagan-Miscou indicated that the Official Opposition supports 
the work of the Commission but is somewhat concerned by some of the parameters 
imposed upon it. He emphasized that the Commission’s mandate must go further than 
an accounting analysis of the situation and noted that a true niche surrounding coastal 
zone studies and the environment would encourage graduates to remain in northern 
New Brunswick. Building upon the region’s linguistic uniqueness would also help in 
international recruitment. 
 
The Superintendent of the Acadian Peninsula school district indicated that the matter of 
equity of access to post-secondary education has not been resolved through the 
province’s loans and bursaries system. The Commission must look into the matter of 
linguistic equity, as there is some serious catching up to do in northeastern New 
Brunswick. 
 
An instructor of 2D/3D animation technology from CCNBPA indicated that student 
recruitment methods are not adapted to the new reality. The advent of new technologies 
and their presence everywhere in young people’s lives means that youth no longer 
communicate in the same way. Therefore, we must focus on new tools that are more 
visual and eye-catching. The inflexibility of the current system prevents the institutions 
from being able to publicize their programs, which are of comparable quality to the best 
being given elsewhere. 
 
Lastly, one other person also drew the Commission’s attention to the cost of paying off 
student debt, proposing a respite after completion of studies before repayment becomes 
mandatory, and also said that the government should offer tax relief to parents, and 
even to grandparents, who contribute to the repayment of their children’s or 
grandchildren’s student debt. 
 
 
 


